
 
Active Viewing of Savage Acts 

This activity is designed to help students understand key ideas from the documentary film Savage Acts: Wars, Fairs, and Empire 

1898-1904. The film is divided into short segments with suggested viewing strategies and questions to keep students focused. 

Essential Questions/Objectives 
 Students will be able to define and provide examples of imperialism, nationalism, national interests, and 

World's Fairs during the period 1898-1904.  

 What were the multiple perspectives on U.S. expansion at the turn of the twentieth century?   

Instructions 
1. Step 1: We will be watching the documentary Savage Acts – please locate the Active Viewing of Savage 

Acts worksheet. Be aware that there is some graphic imagery of battlefield scenes from the long war 

between the Philippines and the United States. For viewing, the class will split into four groups, with each 

group assigned one vocabulary term (Imperialism, National interests, Nationalism, World's Fairs) to listen 

for examples of and find images of as they watch the film.  

http://ashp.cuny.edu/ashp-documentaries/savage-acts/
http://ashp.cuny.edu/ashp-documentaries/savage-acts/


2. Step 2: We will view the first three chapters of Savage Acts: The Culture of Imperialism, The Forgotten 

War, and World's Fairs (0:00--6:13). After viewing, each group will share what images they saw of their 

term.  

3. Step 3: We will view the next set of clips: Philippines gains independence from Spain as a result of the 

Spanish American War and the U.S. goes to war to annex them. We will Identify the Philippines on a map 

(unless we have already), making sure to note the relative distance between the United States, the 

Philippines, and Spain. As we view, listen for the debates about U.S. overseas expansion. Also, remember 

that this section will have graphic battlefield images. We will view the following chapters of Savage Acts: 

Conquest of the Philippines, Imperialist Debate, Update on the War (6:14-17:10). 

4. Step 4: Please locate the three text documents and the three images, each of which represents a different 

viewpoint on U.S. annexation of the Philippines. In groups, you are to match each image to the text 

document that is most similar in viewpoint. Then, circle one sentence from the text to use as a caption for 

the image to best represent the viewpoint of the pair.  

5. Step 5: We will share our pairs of image and text and what captions ou chose and why. 

6. Step 6: We will view the last four chapters of Savage Acts: The Midway, Civil Rights and Empire, End of 

the War? (17:10--end of documentary). As you watch, you should listen for answers to the following 

question: 

 What was the U.S. trying to show off at the World's Fair of 1893? 

7. Step 7: After viewing, respond to the prompt, then discuss: 

 What was the U.S. trying to show off at the World's Fair in 1893? Give examples from the film. 

 If the U.S. had a World's Fair today, what national achievements would it show off?  

 
 
Historical Context 
U.S. overseas expansion at the turn of the century was not just the concern of government and business; it was the 

stuff of everyday life. Savage Acts tells the story of how the Philippine War and American domestic culture forged a 

new U.S. foreign policy. Soldiers' letters, world's fair exhibitions, early films, travel guides, and heroic monuments 

expressed the growing sense of national mission based on ideas of racial superiority. Bu the victory of imperialist 

policies as not inevitable; expansion and the way it was expressed in the daily life of the nation, sparked opposition 

both at home and abroad. 

  



Savage Acts Active Viewing Worksheet 
 
I. Preview Vocabulary 
 
EMPIRE 
 

 

annexation 

adding another country or 
territory to a nation 

 

civilization  
a society that sees itself as 

having a high level of 

education, culture, science, 

industry, and government 
 
colonies/colonialism  
a system where one country 
controls another country’s 
territories and people 

 

conquer 
to overcome by force; to win in war 

 

empire 

countries or territories ruled by 
one powerful country or person 
 
global power 
controlling and influencing 
countries all over the world 

 

imperialism  
a policy of extending your rule 
over foreign countries 
 
intervention  
intruding in the business of 
other countries 

 

national interests  
a country’s economic, military, 
and cultural goals 

 
INDEPENDENCE 
 

 

nationalist/nationalism 

a person or movement 

who supports 

independence for their 

country 
 
 
republic  
a form of government 
in which the citizens 
choose their leaders 
 
 

revolution 

when people 
overthrow or replace 
their government 
 

self-government 
a government under the 

control of its people 

rather than outsiders 

 
WORLD’S FAIR 
 

 

Exhibitions 

public displays or fairs 
 

 

Industrialization 
when most jobs in society 

are involved with making 

things rather than farming 
 
 

 

World’s Columbian 

Exposition  
a World’s Fair held in 

Chicago in 1893 to 

celebrate the 400th 

anniversary of Christopher 

Columbus’s arrival in the 

New World in 1492 



 

 

II. Watch 
 
First three chapters of Savage Acts DVD (The Culture of Imperialism, The 
Forgotten War, World’s Fairs – 0:00-6:13) 

 
Viewing Prompt: As you watch, look for images that correspond to the following vocabulary: 

 

Word Images 

Imperialism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

National interests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nationalism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

World’s Fairs 



 

III. Watch  
Savage Acts: Conquest of the Philippines, Imperialist Debate, Update on the War (6:14-17:10) 

Listening Prompt: Who participated in the debates about U.S. overseas expansion? 

 
IV. Analyze Documents  
Examine three pairs of documents about U.S. imperialism and  

 Match the text document to the image that is most similar in point of view. 
 Circle one sentence from the text to use as a caption for the image that best 

represents the point of view of both documents. 




W. Watch   
Savage Acts: The Midway, Civil Rights and Empire, End of the War? (17:10-end) 

Listening Prompt: What was the U.S. trying to show off at the World’s Fair in 1893? 

 
VI. Summarize  

 What was the U.S. trying to show off at the World’s Fair in 1893? Give examples 
from the film. 

 If the U.S. had a world’s fair today what national achievements would it show off? 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________ 
  



William Jennings Bryan Speaks Out Against 
Imperialism 

 

Initially supportive of U.S. expansion in the Philippines, Democratic presidential candidate William Jennings Bryan soon made 

anti-imperialism a standard plank in his stump speeches during the 1900 campaign. 

 

Imperialism is the policy of an empire. And an empire is a nation composed of different races, living under 

varying forms of government. A republic cannot be an empire, for a republic rests upon the theory that 

governments derive their powers from the consent of the governed and colonialism violates this theory. We do 

not want the Filipinos for citizens. They cannot, without danger to us, share in the government of our nation and 

moreover, we cannot afford to add another race question to the race questions which we already have. Neither 

can we hold the Filipinos as subjects even if we could benefit them by doing... Our experiment in colonialism 

has been unfortunate. Instead of profit, it has brought loss. Instead of strength, it has brought weakness. Instead 

of glory, it has brought humiliation. 

 

SOURCE | William Jennings Bryan, "Imperialism," recorded in 1901; from Michigan State University, Earliest Voices: A Gallery from the 

Vincent Voice Library, http://www.historicalvoices.org/earliest_voices/bryan.html. 

CREATOR | William Jennings Bryan 

ITEM TYPE | Speech 

  



William Jennings Bryan Speaks Against Imperialism 

 
William Jennings Bryan was the Democratic party candidate for President in 1900. He opposed U.S. expansion 

into the Philippines and often criticized U.S. imperialism in his speeches during and after the 1900 campaign. 

 

 

Imperialism is the policy of an empire. And an empire is a nation 

composed of different races, living under varying forms of 

government. A republic cannot be an empire, for a republic rests 

upon the theory that governments derive their powers from the 

consent of the governed and colonialism violates this theory. We do 

not want the Filipinos for citizens. They cannot, without danger to 

 
us, share in the government of our nation and moreover, we cannot 
 
 
afford to add another race question to the race questions which 
 
 
we already have. Neither can we hold the Filipinos as subjects 

even if we could benefit them by doing so … Our experiment in 

colonialism has been unfortunate. Instead of profit, it has 

brought loss. Instead of strength, it has brought weakness. 

Instead of glory, it has brought humiliation. 

Source: William Jennings Bryan, “Imperialism,” recorded in 1901; from Michigan 

State University, Earliest Voices: A Gallery from the Vincent Voice Library, 

http://www.historicalvoices.org/earliest_voices/bryan.html. 

 

 
 
 
 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 
Imperialism: a policy of 
ruling over foreign 
countries or territories 
 
Empire: countries or 
territories ruled by 
one powerful country 
or person 
 
Republic: a form of 
government in which 
the citizens choose 
their leaders 
 
Derive: obtain, get 
 
Colonialism: a system 

where one country 

controls another country’s 

territories and people 
 
Race question: attitude 
that non-white people 
cause problems for 
governments 
 
Subjects: people who 

are ruled by others 



 
 

A Senator Speaks in Support of Empire 

 
In this 1900 speech to Congress, the Republican Senator from Indiana, Albert 

J. Beveridge, strongly calls for the United States to annex the Philippines. 

 
 
 
 
…[J]ust beyond the Philippines are China’s [limitless] markets…We will 
 
 
not renounce our part in the mission of our race, trustee of God, 
 
 
of [civilizing] the world…Where shall we turn for consumers of our 
 
 
surplus?...China is our natural customer…[England, Germany and 
 
 
Russia] have moved nearer to China by securing permanent bases on 
 
 
her borders.  The Philippines gives us a base at the door of all the 
 
 
East…They [the Filipinos] are a barbarous race…It is barely possible 

that 1,000 men in all the islands are capable of self-government 

 
in the Anglo-Saxon sense…The Declaration [of Independence] 

applies only to people capable of self-government. . . 

Source: Congressional Record, 56th Congress, 1st Session, 9 January 

1900, 704-712; from Vincent Ferraro, ed., "Albert J. Beveridge: In Support 

of an American Empire," Documents Related to American Foreign Relations 

1898-1914, http://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/ajb72.htm. 

 
 
 
 

 
Vocabulary 
 
Annex: add 
another country or 
territory to a nation 
 
 
 
Renounce: give up 
 
 
 
Trustee of God: 
carrying out 
God’s intentions 
 
Surplus: producing 

more goods than 

you need 
 
Securing: obtaining 

by special effort 
 
The East: Asia 
 
Barbarous: 

uncivilized and cruel 
 

 
Anglo-Saxon: a 
person of 
English descent 



"The New Temptation on the Mount" 
 

In 1898 the United States won the Spanish-Cuban-American war and took control of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the 

Philippines. That same year, it also annexed the Hawaiian islands. This 1899 cartoon reflects the belief held by many anti-

imperialists that this expansion of U.S. power did not fit the nation’s democratic ideals. 

 

"The New Temptation on the Mount" 

SOURCE | [Unknown], American Sentinel, reprinted in Literary Digest, 1 April 1899. 

CREATOR | Unknown 

ITEM TYPE | Cartoon 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/archive/files/mount_2ea63c701e.tif


"Showing the Light to the Filipinos" 
 

From 1898 to 1902, the United States waged a bloody war in the Philippines. Filipinos wanted independence from centuries 

of Spanish colonial rule. U.S. leaders, however, saw the opportunity to control the Philippines and gain access to markets in 

Asia.  President McKinley argued that the Filipinos could not govern themselves or defend themselves against other 

countries.  Many supporters of the Philippine-American war also believed in the "civilizing mission"—the idea that 

European nations and the United States had a moral duty to civilize "backwards" peoples in other parts of the world by 

introducing Western culture and technology. 

 

 

 

SOURCE | Boston Herald, March 1899 

CREATOR | Unknown 

ITEM TYPE | Cartoon 

  

http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/archive/files/civbw_16f309d68e.tif


 

A Filipino Representative Appeals to the American People 
 
 
Galicano Apacible, a Filipino nationalist, wrote the following letter opposing 

U.S. annexation of the Philippines. Apacible represented the Filipino Central 

Committee, a revolutionary group that supported independence from Spanish 

colonial rule. In 1899, Apacible and another committee member travelled to the 

United States seeking American help in making a peace treaty with Spain, but 

failed in their mission. Unable to convince the McKinley administration to 

recognize Filipino self-government, the Philippines declared war against the 

United States on June 2, 1899. Apacible's letter was published eight days later 

in The Public, a liberal weekly magazine. 

 
 
 
We desire to be on the best of terms with your people of all 

peoples. It is indeed deeply regrettable that your government 

should wage war upon us; that millions of dollars and many 

valuable American lives should be sacrifice…. We are fighting for 

our homes, for all that is dear to us. If we did not fight…we should 

be giving proof of our [total] unfitness for self-government. During 

the…period of six months prior to the outbreak of hostilities we 

carried on self-government, extended our rule throughout the 

provinces and kept perfect order. There has been no anarchy 

except that which has been created by the overt acts of the 

McKinley government…and we can conduct the business of all 
 
departments of government in a manner that would satisfy all 

the nations having business relations with us. But Mr. McKinley won't give us an 

opportunity to demonstrate our ability. We were kept down by the Spaniards, and it 

seems that it is the desire of your government to keep us down. 

 
 
 
Source: Galicano Apacible, "A Letter from the Filipino Junta," The Public, 10 June 1899. 

 

Vocabulary 

nationalist: a person 
who supports 
independence for his 
or her country 

annexation: adding 
another country or 
territory to a nation 

self-government: a 
government under the 
control of its people 
rather than outsiders 

liberal: a political 

philosophy based on 

belief in progress 

wage: carry on 

hostilities: fighting 

provinces: areas of 
a country away from 
the capital 

anarchy: disorder; 

having no government 



Focus Questions: 
 
A Filipino Representative Appeals to the American People 
 
 
 

X. Who was Galicano Apacible and why did he visit the United States?  
 
 
 

Y. Why did the Philippines declare war on the United States in June 1899?  
 
 
 

Z. Circle the reasons that Apacible gives for why the Philippines are prepared for self-
government:  

 

Filipinos want to be friends with the American people 
 

Filipinos are fighting for independence 
 

Filipino leaders have controlled the provinces and maintained order 
 

Filipinos were never under colonial rule 
 
 
 

 

4. In the document, the word “business” is used in the same sentence in two different ways. 
Circle the best definition for each quote.  

 

“busi⋅ness”   A) a project or task that someone is seriously concerned with  
B) buying and selling commercial goods   

“conduct the business of all departments of government” A B 

“all nations having business relations with us” A B 
 

  



Filipino Nationalists Work Towards Independence 
 

Spain ruled the Philippine islands for nearly four centuries before the U.S. invaded the country in 1899, but Filipinos never fully accepted 

Spanish domination. Uprisings against the Spanish came from all parts of the Filipino society, including well-off Filipinos, called illustrados. 

Emilio Aguinaldo, who led the war for independence from the Spanish that began in 1896, was an illustrado. The identities of the people in this 

photo are unknown, but they may be the staff of La Independencia, a Filipino newspaper founded in 1899 that advanced Philippine 

independence.   

 

 

 

SOURCE | "[Young Filipino men in office (?)'," ca. 1898, photograph, Library of Congress, John Barrett Collection, http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3c13184. 

CREATOR | Unknown 

ITEM TYPE | Photograph 

 

http://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/archive/files/filipino-nationalists_1c4c27fef5.png

